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1. Introduction 

1.1. The proposed Sweetbriar Solar Farm is a 39 MW solar array on land at Sweetbriar Farm, 
Ulceby, Lincolnshire. 

1.2. As a result of COVID-19, Lightrock Power did not feel that it was in the interest of public 
health to hold in-person public events. Instead, Lightrock Power resolved to adopt a 
comprehensive and broad approach to consultation, providing as many avenues as possible 
for members of the public to engage, in an accessible way.  

1.3. The proposed Sweetbriar Solar Farm was publicly announced on 9th October 2021, and a 
four-week public consultation period followed, with the consultation closing on 8th 
November 2021.  

1.4. Confidential briefings were offered to local community representatives prior to the project 
being announced to ensure that these key stakeholders were in an informed position to 
comment publicly and field enquiries from local people once the project had been 
announced.  

1.5. An online virtual consultation platform (website) was established (appendix A), which 
provided information on all the key features of the project, accompanied by an online survey 
(appendix F).  

1.6. An information leaflet (appendix B) was sent through the post to 1,129 local residents. In 
order to address the issue of accessibility – specifically, reaching those who cannot access 
online information - the letter stated, “If you cannot access our online material, please call or 
write to us and we can share further details with you by post.” 

1.7. A press release (appendix C) was issued on 11th October to three local news outlets. 
1.8. All of Lightrock Power’s consultation materials were available in a variety of accessible 

formats that could be provided on request. 
1.9. The website received 101 unique views. 
1.10. 11 people completed the survey. 
1.11. Two people contacted the team via email. 
1.12. The survey results showed that 100% of respondents (11 people) said they think it is 

important for the UK to be generating more of its own renewable energy, and 64% (7 
people) are supportive of Sweetbriar Solar Farm specifically. 

Community engagement plan 

1.13. The overall strategic aim of the community engagement was to ensure that the community, 
local elected representatives, and planning authority were well informed, and that Lightrock 
Power understood the concerns of the local community, so that steps could be taken to 
mitigate these issues within the scheme as far as possible.  

1.14. Whilst consultation on planning applications of this nature is not currently a statutory 
requirement, Lightrock Power shared their public consultation plans with the with the 
Planning Officer at North Lincolnshire Council beforehand and sought advice on any further 
consultation measures that might need to be incorporated.  

1.15. The team at Lightrock Power believe that good community and stakeholder engagement is 
a priority and that this part of the development process is invaluable in shaping and 
informing the planning application.  

1.16. Overall Lightrock Power found the exercise helpful and informative and particularly valued 
the discussions with local residents, who provided useful feedback.  
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2.  Engagement with key political stakeholders and Parish 
Councils  

2.1. Key political stakeholders and Parish Councils were first approached in confidence via email 
on 24th September 2021 (appendix D). The email contained basic information about the 
project, a copy of the resident information leaflet (appendix B), and Lightrock Power’s 
contact details. Ward Councillor for Ferry, Cllr David Wells, did not have an email address 
published, so he received a phone call instead. 

2.2. Lightrock Power offered meetings at this point in order to equip these stakeholders with any 
information that they may require prior to their communities getting in touch. Where phone 
numbers were available, emails were followed up with a courtesy phone call on 29th 
September 2021. 

MP for Cleethorpes 

2.3. Rt Hon Martin Vickers MP’s office did not respond to the email. 
2.4. Lightrock Power followed up with a phone call on 29th September 2021 and left a voicemail. 
2.5. Martin Vickers’ office called back on 4th October 2021 and a meeting was arranged for 7th 

October 2021.  
2.6. Lightrock Power had a Microsoft Teams meeting with Martin Vickers MP on 7th October 

2021. He confirmed that he is there to represent the people’s views, but that he can’t 
imagine he’ll be hearing from anyone given positive responses received by Lightrock Power 
up to this point. 

North Lincolnshire Council 

2.7. Ward councillors for Ferry, Cllr Peter Clark, Cllr Richard Hannigan & Cllr David Wells, and 
Portfolio Holder for Environment and Strategic Planning, Cllr David Rose, did not respond to 
the email. 

2.8. Lightrock Power followed up with phone calls on 21st September 2021.  
2.9. Cllr Peter Clark requested that the email be re-sent to his personal email address. 
2.10. A message was left for Cllr Richard Hannigan. 
2.11. Cllr David Wells provided an email address. 
2.12. Cllr David Rose requested that the email be forwarded to his CPRE email address. 
2.13. Lightrock Power did not receive any further communication from the above Councillors. 

Parish Councils 

2.14. Lightrock Power are keen to engage with Parishes across a wide area, not just those in 
which the site lies. 

2.15. Lightrock Power identified six Parish Councils which could be affected by the project. These 
were: Ulceby Parish Council, North Killingholme Parish Council, South Killingholme Parish 
Council, East Halton Parish Council, Thornton Curtis Parish Council and Wootton Parish 
Council. 

2.16. Each of the above Parishes received the information email and follow up phone call, where a 
phone number was provided.  

2.17. Lightrock Power received an email from South Killingholme Parish Council on 7th October 
2021 stating that they had no objections: 
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“South Killingholme Parish Council discussed your plans at their Parish Council meeting 
this Monday and had no objections. South Killingholme Parish Council encourage green 
initiatives and we welcome the project. 
 
I have placed the invitation on the community centre noticeboard for residents to view.” 

 

3. Engagement with local residents 

3.1. Due to public health concerns, and to prevent the spread of COVID-19, in-person public 
information events were not planned.  

3.2. The risks of not holding in-person events in the community were evaluated. Lightrock 
Power felt that there was a risk that some residents might not have been able to engage 
with the online exhibition, and this was mitigated by sending letters and leaflets to the 
community, and providing written copies of all their online material on request.   

3.3. In-person public events could have been arranged had there been desire from the local 
community, however they were not requested.  

3.4. Lightrock Power adopted a comprehensive approach to consultation in an attempt to reach 
as many people as possible. The public consultation included the following activities and 
measures: 

Information leaflets 

3.5. A single-sided, A4 information leaflet (appendix B) was sent via Royal Mail to all households 
within 2km+ of the proposal and along the local transport route, totalling 1,129 households. 
The entire villages of Thornton Curtis, Wootton and Ulceby were included. See appendix E 
for the distribution map. The leaflet was sent via first class mail on 8th October 2021.  

3.6. The leaflet provided information about the project, invited people to view the website 
(appendix A) and complete the survey (appendix F). Details of the dedicated email address, 
telephone number and postal address to contact the Lightrock Power team were provided 
on the leaflet. Members of the public also had the option of requesting printed material to 
be sent through the post. 

3.7. Nobody requested printed material.  

Press release 

3.8. A press release (appendix C) was distributed to Lincolnshire Echo, Grimsby Telegraph and 
Scunthorpe Telegraph on 11th October 2021.  

Website 

3.9. The website www.sweetbriarsolarfarm.com was launched on 8th October 2021. The content 
was as follows: 

• Home page – overview of the project, interactive map, contact details, survey link, and link 
to the online exhibition pages 

• Timeline 

• “Why Solar”  

http://www.sweetbriarsolarfarm.com/
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• “Why Lightrock” 

• “Why Now” 

• “Why Here” 

• FAQs 

• Press Section 

3.10. The online exhibition (appendix G) was representative of that which would have been held in 
a public meeting proper to COVID-19. Boards were as follows: 

• Welcome 

• Site Location 

• Solar Energy 

• Community Benefits 

• Ecology and Wildlife 

• Transport and Access 

• Timeline and Planning Process 

• Frequently Asked Questions 

3.11. The website received a total of 101 unique visitors. Page views totalled 274. 
3.12. Of those visits, the online exhibition was viewed 27 times. 
3.13. Lightrock Power updated the website with community updates throughout the consultation 

period. See Communication timeline below.  

Social Media 

3.14. Lightrock Power monitored local public groups on social media but found no discussion of 
Sweetbriar Solar Farm. 

Phone calls 

3.15. Lightrock Power identified three close neighbours to be contacted via phone for a more in-
depth introduction to the project.  

3.16. In total, five telephone conversations were had with these neighbours, three supportive and 
two where concerns were raised. 

“I don’t think we’d have any concerns” 
“I don’t think it would bother us” 
“[the landowner] should be able to do what the business needs” 

3.17. The key concerns from the close neighbours were property values, visual impacts, Electro 
Magnetic Fields (EMFs) and increased traffic. These are discussed further under section 6: 
Key Themes. 

3.18. Another close neighbour maintains a relationship with (and receives updates from) the 
landowner, but knows that Lightrock Power are available should he wish to discuss further. 
This neighbour is supportive of the project. 
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Contacting the project team 

3.19. The leaflet and press release clearly detailed ways for the public to contact the team by 
email, telephone, survey, and post. Three people emailed, and nobody aside from the close 
neighbours mentioned above telephoned or wrote in. There were 11 responses to the 
survey. Feedback is incorporated in section 5. Survey and section 6. Key Themes below. 

3.20. Early feedback, via email and survey responses, suggested that the local community had a 
number of questions and concerns. Lightrock Power responded quickly and added a 
community update to the website addressing these on 19th November 2021 (appendix H). 

3.21. To Lightrock Power’s knowledge every query via email and phone was answered. 
3.22. Each key theme from the survey response was addressed either in the Frequently Asked 

Questions section of the website or in a community update. 
3.23. Further details of the survey results are detailed in section 5. Online Survey. 

Community meetings 

3.24. Lightrock Power were not invited to any community meetings. 

Website Updates 

3.25. Updates to the project website are summarised below 

 
October 2021  
19th October 
2021 

Thank you for engaging with us. We’ve received some really positive 
feedback and are looking forward to more conversations over the 
coming weeks. 

We’ve answered some of the questions that you’ve been asking here. 

There is still time to get in touch and let us know your views. You can 
email us here, complete our anonymous survey here, or phone us on 
0114 286 6217. 

 
November 2021  
8th November 
2021 

Thank you for your feedback, it has been really helpful. 

Our initial community consultation period has now come to an end, 
but we are still here. You can contact us using the following detials: 

-Email: sweetbriar@lightrockpower.com 

-Telephone: 0114 2866217 

-Write to us: Lightrock Power, Electric Works, 3 Concourse Way, 
Sheffield, S1 2BJ 
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4. Engagement with groups and societies 

4.1. Lightrock Power are delighted to have a corporate partnership with the RSPB, who provide 
advice on biodiversity enhancement. 

4.2. Lightrock Power were not made aware of any local groups or societies. Local statutory 
consultees will be involved at the stage of application. 

 

5. Online survey  

5.1. A summary of the open-ended questions has been incorporated into the Key Themes 
section below. 

Online survey feedback 

5.2. The online survey (appendix F) comprised eleven questions, a mixture of multiple choice and 
open-ended questions. 11 people responded to the online survey. Some of the questions 
have not been summarised here as they were for internal use only, for example, questions 
relating to the usefulness of the exhibition and on whether respondents wished to be kept 
updated about the project. 

5.3. Results are representative of surveys completed up to 8th November 2021. 
5.4. 90% of the respondents (10 people) indicated that they lived locally. 
5.5. Participants were asked direct questions about climate change, solar, and specifically about 

the proposal: 64% (seven people) indicated that they were supportive of Sweetbriar Solar 
Farm. 

5.6. These results indicate that there is significant support for the project in the community. 
5.7. Responses to each question are detailed below. A detailed look at the issues raised is 

provided under section 6. Key Themes. 
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Do you think it is important for the UK to be generating more of its own 
renewable energy? 

 

5.8. There was strong support for the UK to generate more of its own renewable energy, with 
100% (11 people) answering yes.  

Solar farms are low maintenance, quiet, and enable the land to continue 
to be farmed. Do you think solar is a good option for renewable energy 
generation in this area? 

 

5.9. There was significant support for renewable energy generation in the area. 64% (seven 
people) indicated that they think it is a good option, with 18% (two people) answering 
‘unsure’, and two answering ‘no’. 
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Are you Supportive of Sweetbriar Solar Farm? 

 

5.10. 64% (7 people) responded with Yes, 27% (3 people) with No, and 9% (1 person) with I’m not 
sure. 

Can you explain why you answered question 5 the way you did? 

5.11. Nine people provided a response to this question. Their responses are incorporated under 
section 6. Key Themes. 
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Solar farms can help with all of the following. Which ones are important to 
you? 

 

5.12. This question was designed to better understand personal motivation and the importance 
people attached to some of the benefits that solar farms can bring to a site or the area. All 
categories listed were important to a good proportion of respondents. Creating habitat at 
the site, helping bumblebee populations, and community benefit funds were the most 
important factors for respondents. 

If you think there is a local organisation, project or cause which could 
benefit from the community benefit fund, please leave details here 

5.13. Three respondents provided useful suggestions: 

  “Ulceby village hall” 
 

“Local schools” 
 
“Amenities for teenagers” 
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How did you hear about the solar farm proposal? 

 

5.14. All 11 respondents heard about the proposal via Lightrock Power’s leaflet. 

Please choose one of the following which best describes your interest in 
the scheme 

 

5.15. The majority of respondents (90%, or 10 people) indicated they were interested in the 
scheme because they were local residents. 
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6. Key feedback themes, and Lightrock Power’s response 

6.1. Of the 12 written responses to the proposed Sweetbriar Solar Farm - nine via the survey and 
three via email - the majority (seven) were supportive. Lightrock Power find this 
encouraging.  

6.2. The key concerns are illustrated below along with Lightrock Power’s response. 

Visual Impact 

6.3. Some expressed concern about the potential visual impact of the project, and how in their 
opinion it might spoil the countryside.  

6.4. Lightrock Power explained its commitment to develop solar projects sensitively, and this 
includes paying close attention to screening the view from neighbours. Lightrock Power is 
working with North Lincolnshire Council on the visual screening assessment. The screening 
plan will be enforceable by the Local Authority.  

6.5. The following comments are illustrative of feedback received: 

“Prefer the land as it looks now” 
 
“It can […] be seen from the footpath at the north east of the site. Many people walk 
this circular route from the historic Thornton Abbey and would not want to see fields of 
metal instead of farmed fields.” 
 
“The proposed development area can be seen from Carr Road, Cross Road and 
Crookmill Lane” 

 
Construction Process 

6.6. Construction traffic and noise were mentioned by a couple of local residents. 
6.7. One resident felt that the road is not wide enough or strong enough for articulated lorries. 
6.8. Whilst there is some initial construction noise, this tails off over the build process. Solar 

Farms are quiet once in situ. Inverters are placed well inside the site, and the panels 
themselves have no moving parts. 

6.9. Lightrock Power are working with North Lincolnshire Council on a Transport Management 
Plan, which will be available to view once the planning application has been submitted. This 
will assess the best route, taking road size, condition and impact on the local community 
into consideration.  

6.10. Any damage to the roads caused by the construction process will be repaired. 
6.11. The following comments are illustrative of feedback received: 

“The noise during construction will have a detrimental effect on our business” 
 
“there will be disruption, excess noise stress caused to my horses whilst construction is 
in process” 
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“The road is mostly single track, and when meeting vehicles the grass verges are used, 
with the increase in traffic these verges could be ruined” 
 
“this road is already cracking and breaking at the edges, and has to repaired on a 
regular basis.” 

 
Wildlife and Biodiversity 

6.12. Some respondents were sceptical of Lightrock Power’s biodiversity claims. 
6.13. Lightrock Power strive to be industry leaders in designing wildlife-friendly solar farms and 

are proud of their partnership with the RSPB, who assess their sites to provide conservation 
and enhancement recommendations. Lightrock Power aim for a biodiversity net gain in 
excess of 20% - more than double the 10% biodiversity net gain objective set out in 
Schedule 14 of the Environment Act (2021)1. 

“It is correct that that solar farms can have a negative ecological impact if not 
designed well. This is why we have a corporate partnership with the RSPB and work 
with other organisations such as Bumblebee Conservation Trust, Buglife, UK Wild Otter 
Trust, The Barn Owl Trust, and Plantlife to ensure that we get it right.”  

 

6.14. The following comments are illustrative of feedback received: 

“there is evidence that solar farms destroy Ecosystems of insects and other land 
animals and birds.” 
 
“The area is known for being unspoit with fantastic wildlife eg deer, birds of prey.  This 
development would detrimental” 

 
Health Impact 

6.15. One resident queried the health impacts of solar farms, with respect to “hypersensitive 
waves/electromagnetic waves”. 

6.16. Solar farms are not known to pose any significant health dangers to their neighbours. Unlike 
fossil fuels, solar farms do not release emissions into the atmosphere so there is no impact 
from emissions on human health. Replacing fossil fuel power stations with renewable 
energy alternatives like solar and wind farms means there will be less emissions from fossil 
fuels in the atmosphere in the longer term – good for human health and the health of the 
planet. 

“All electrical and electronic devices create electromagnetic fields or EMF around them 
when used and also emit electromagnetic radiation or EMR.  This includes solar panels 
and solar inverters as well as most electrical devices in our homes – televisions, radios, 
fridges and mobile phones. It’s the level and type of EMR that is important. EMR from 
solar panels and solar inverters is non-ionizing and is well within national health based 

 
1 Environment Act 2021 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2021/30/contents/enacted  

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2021/30/contents/enacted
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guidelines. Refer to the International Commission on Non-Ionising Radiation (ICNIRP) 
for more details about EMF and EMR in our daily lives www.icnirp.org.” 

6.17. The following comment from a member of the public was received: 

“Having researched the impact of solar farms on human health, solar panels produce 
hypersensitive waves/electromagnetic waves that has been evidenced of reducing life 
expectancy and hence I am bitterly against this, not only for our own health but that of 
my young daughter” 
 

Property Value 

6.18. Some of the closest neighbours expressed concern about the value of their property being 
impacted by the project. 

6.19. There is no evidence to suggest that proximity to a solar farm impacts property value. 
6.20. The following comments are illustrative of feedback received: 

“most importantly this will de-value our property” 
 
“The development of this solar farm would have a massive impact on my ability to 
recover the investment already made to my property and hence lose out on my 
retirement fund” 
 
“We have built up a successful family run campsite business at […] which provides most 
of our household income” 

 
Support for the project 

6.21. There was significant support for the project - the following comments are illustrative of 
feedback received: 

“I have seen first hand the what a pleasant place solar farms are for both humans to 
work and wildlife to thrive . To produce electricity in such a quiet unetrusive manner 
and be of benefit to its surroundings is awesome...”  

“It is vital within the climate change” 
  

“Good to see the area been [sic] used for a diverse use” 
  

“[…] any eco friendly energy generated is a bonus.” 
  

“It will help the UK move to an zero carbon country.” 
  

“We need sustainable energy” 
 
 
 

http://www.icnirp.org/
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7. Appendices 

Appendix A: Project website 
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Appendix B: Resident information leaflet 
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Appendix C: Press Release 
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Appendix D: Stakeholder email 
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Appendix E: Leaflet distribution map 
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Appendix G: Online exhibition 
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Appendix H: Community update – 19th October 2021 

 

Community Update, 19th October 2021 - FAQs and key concerns 

There is evidence that Solar Farms destroy ecosystems for insects, 
mammals and birds 

It is correct that that solar farms can have a negative ecological impact if not 
designed well. This is why we have a corporate partnership with the RSPB and work 
with other organisations such as Bumblebee Conservation Trust, Buglife, UK Wild Otter 
Trust, The Barn Owl Trust, and Plantlife to ensure that we get it right.  

We work really hard to lead the way in designing wildlife-friendly solar farms, and are 
proud to be on target to achieve a biodiversity net gain of 104% at one of our current 
projects – more than doubling the habitat opportunity in its transition from arable 
land to solar. 

Solar panels produce hypersensitive waves/electromagnetic waves that 
have been evidenced to reduce life expectancy 

All electrical and electronic devices create electromagnetic fields or EMF around them 
when used and also emit electromagnetic radiation or EMR.  This includes solar 
panels and solar inverters as well as most electrical devices in our homes – 
televisions, radios, fridges and mobile phones. It’s the level and type of EMR that is 
important. EMR from solar panels and solar inverters is non-ionizing and is well within 
national health based guidlines. Refer to the International Commission on Non-
Ionising Radiation (ICNIRP) for more details about EMF and EMR in our daily 
lives www.icnirp.org. 

I’m disappointed that you intend to graze sheep on the site. Grazing 
animals for meat is a major factor in climate change 

We use sheep for conservation grazing on our sites. They help us to manage the grass 
length, which means we don’t need to use machinery, and are kept at a much lower 
stocking density than traditional herds. The sheep can benefit from the shade and 
shelter than the panels provide. Plans are led by our expert ecologist who ensures a 
benefit for local flora and fauna as well as the sheep themselves. 

What made you decide on this location? 

There are several considerations we make when deciding on the best location for one 
of our projects: 

http://www.icnirp.org/


Sweetbriar Solar Farm - Statement of Pre-Application Community Involvement 

 

24 

Access to the National Grid: 

The grid at Sweetbriar Farm has capacity to carry the electricity that our solar project 
would provide. We are currently working with Northern Powergrid to establish the best 
connection point. 

Road Access: 

The current proposed access route is via the A160 and A1077 as shown in yellow on the 
map to the right. We will be discussing our access route with the County Council as 
part of our traffic management and monitoring work. 

Local Topography: 

While solar panels do not need direct sunlight to produce electricity, they are most 
efficient when sited on flat or south-facing, shade free land.  

The land at Sweetbriar Farm is relatively flat, allowing daylight hours to be maximised. 
There is minimal shade, but we will avoid placing solar panels in any shaded areas. 

Biodiversity Opportunities: 

Solar Farms can create a safehaven for many native animals, including pollinators, 
small mammals, reptiles, birds and amphibians. We’re confident that we can achieve 
a significant biodiversity net gain here. 

Local Planning Constraints: 

We are in the process of investigating the planning constraints and opportunities at 
Sweetbriar Farm.  

Our planning specialist, Arcus Consulting, are conducting a series of reports and 
appraisals, including heritage, geophysical, glint and glare, visual, and ecology. We 
hope to be able to share the results of these with you soon.  

Local Planning Designations: 

The North Lincolnshire Local Development Framework (2011) provides the policy 
context for this site: 

“North Lincolnshire is in a unique position to be at the heart of the growing low carbon 
and green economy - a renewable energy capital”.  

https://www.northlincs.gov.uk/planning-and-environment/planning-policy-local-development-framework/
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Are you proposing an open day? 

We do not currently feel that it’s in the interest of public health to have a face to face 
open day, but please email, or phone us on 0114 286 6217 and we’ll arrange a meeting.  

 

mailto:sweetbriar@lightrockpower.com?subject=Sweetbriar%20Solar%20Farm%20-%20Meeting%20Request

